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Dodd , Mitchell Dueling Over 


By Drew Pearson 
and Jack Anderson 

Connecticut's embattled 
Sen. Tom Dodd is playing a 
subtle game with the Justice 
Department to keep out of 
jail. 

As a member of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, he has a 
powerful voice on matters af- 
fecting the Justice Depart- 
ment. The Committee is split 
ideologically, with eight con- 
servatives and eight liberals, 
not counting Dodd. This gives 
him the swing vote on contro- 
versial legislation and appoint- 
ments. 

He has made it clear that he 
hardly be expected to sup- 

ort the Justice Department if 
|t is going to indict him for in- 
me tax evasion. 

Indeed, Dodd has let it be 
[own that his votes on other 
key issues will be determined 
by the Nixon Administration's 
handling of his tax case. All 
the polls indicate, for exam- 
ple, that the Senate is divided 
evenly over the controversial 
anta-baUistic missile system. 
As an outspoken Hawk, he 
would be expected to favor 
the ABM system. 

He has served notice on the 
Nixon Administration, how- 
ever, that he hasn’t made up 
his mind how hell vote. Hints 
have been dropped that favor- 
able word on his tax case 
would help him make up his 
mind. 

Attorney General John 
Mitchell has demonstrated, 
meanwhile, that he knows how 


to play this backstage game. 
He used the FBI to dig up de- 
rogatory information on for- 
mer Justice Abe Fortas, then 
took the information to Chief 
Justice Earl Warren. Thus 
presure was brough on For- 
tas to resign, creating another 
Supreme Court vacancy for 
President Nixon to fill. 

With the same cold calcula- 
tion, Mitchell has turned the 
tables on Dodd and has let 
him know that no action will 
be taken on his case until 
after the ABM vote. This 
leaves an implied threat that 
if the Connecticut Democrat 
votes wrong he might be pro- 
secuted. 

The Nixon Administration, 
apparently, is determined to 
win the Senate showdown 
over the ABM, which will be 
the President’s first big test of 
strength. Several Senators 
have complained privately of 
arm twisting. Seri. James Pear- 
son, the Kansas Republican, 
has had his arm twisted so 
hard that he has warned Ad- 
ministration leaders that be is 
going to be around until 1972 
and is not going to yield to 
pressure. 

Senate liberals were told, 
for example, that the anti-pov- 
erty program would be held 
up until after the ABM vote. 
The implication was that their 
pet anti-poverty projects 
would depend upon their ABM 
votes. 

Blind Justice 

Meanwhile, the Justice De- 
partment hasn’t even bothered 


to follow up charges that Dodd 
violated half a dozen Federal 
laws governing conflicts of (in- 
terest. The Senate Ethics Com- 
mittee justified its own failure 
to investigate these charges by 
explaining they were matters 
for the Justice Department to 
consider. 

Only the tax case is ready 
for prosecution, because this 
was developed independently 
by the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice. It is up to the Justice De- 
partment, however, whether to 
prosecute. 

As we reported last Decem- 
ber, the IRS has recommended 
that Dodd be indicted for in- 
come tax evasion. Treasury 
agents spent more than a year 
unraveling his tangled finan- 
ces. 

The agents found what they 
considered to be evidence of 
criminal violations. Their find- 
ings were reviewed by the 
Boston office, which con- 
curred in the recommendation 
that he be prosecuted. 

Now the Justice Department 
is playing cat-and-mouse with 
Dodd. More important than 
; the Dodd case, however, is the 
growing evidence that the Ad- 
ministration is manipulating 
the law-enforcement machin- 
ery for political purposes. 

Note: The New York Times 
has suggested that the Admin- 
istration is holding up action 
against Dodd until he is re- 
nominated for the Senate. 
Quoting unnamed sources, 
The Times reported: “These 
politicians said it would be ob- 
viously too much to expect the 
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Nixon Administration to do 
anything to hurt Mr. Dodd’s 
chances of renomination when 
he may be the easiest candi- 
date to beat." 

Good or Bad Neighbor? 

President Nixon will have a 
chance personally to improve 
the very sour relations be- 
tween his Administration and 
Latin America this week when 
he receives President Carlos 
Lleras Restrepo of Colombia. 

President Lleras is a compe- 
tent, fair-minded executive, 
who two years ago received 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, a 
nonpolitician, with enthus- 
asm and warmth, without a 
single anti-American shout 
coming from anyone in the 
crowd. Warren did a great 
service by this goodwill tour 
of several South American 
countries and even though 
Rep. H. R. Gross (R-Iowa) 
blasted him for receiving 
State Department expense 
money, President Nixon ought 
to prevail on Warren to take 
more trips of this kind. 

President Lleras, like most 
Latin presidents, has economic 
problems. But he has been 
solving them. 

Unfortunately, our neigh- 
bors, both north and south, 
have a rather sour taste re- 
garding the Nixon Administra- 
tion. The efforts of Secretary 
of Commerce Maurice Stans 
to erect import quotas — in ef- 
fect tariff barriers — have left 
a bad impression. 
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